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Preface
The European Union's (EU's) powerful legal framework has proven to be the vanguard moment in the process of European integration. Through the doctrines of direct effect (1963) and primacy (1964), the European Court of Justice (ECJ) sought to establish an effective and powerful supranational legal order, far beyond the original wording of the Treaties of Rome. Whereas scholars have analyzed the evolution of EU law and built models to explain the ECJ's success, none has examined how the member states received this process at a time when the then-European Community was undergoing a number of difficult political and economic crises through the historian's lens.
This book investigates how these fundamental transformations in the European legal system were received at the national level, specifically, in one of the European Union's most important member states, the Federal Republic of Germany. This case provides the opportunity to examine a fascinating paradox: On the one hand, Germany has been regarded as highly supportive of political and economic integration; yet, on the other, a fundamental pillar of the postwar German identity was the integrity of its national constitutional order. How did a state whose constitution was so essential to its political and cultural self-understanding subscribe to the constitutionalization of European Community law, which challenged precisely this aspect of its identity?
Through close documentation of the reception process in West Germany, this book shows for the first time how the resistance offered by the highest echelons of the German judiciary had its origins in broader social discourse, with academic and public opinion in particular opposed to the constitutional practice. It demonstrates that, while supportive of other aspects of integration, West Germans were highly critical of the apparent danger posed by the ECJ's doctrines to the national constitution. As government policy toward the ECJ remained unchanged, the Federal Constitutional Court became the only means of articulating dissent to legal integration. Most important, this resistance mattered far beyond expectations, affecting several critically important changes in European governance at the end of the 1970s. This book could not have been completed without the financial and academic support of the Departments of German and of European Studies and the School of Humanities at King's College London, the School of Public Affairs at American University, and the American Consortium on European Studies (ACES) in Washington, DC. I hope that this work provides you with some reward for the assistance and encouragement you have so generously given. I would like specifically to thank Chris Thornhill, Robert Weninger, Michelle Egan, Josh Barkan, Fernanda Nicola, Jon Gould, and Mana Zarinejad for their effort in providing advice, commentaries, and encouragement over the past years. Chana Barron is, in addition, a truly remarkable colleague and friend, who has been tireless in her support of this work.
I thank Karen Alter and Piers Ludlow for working hard to read and improve this manuscript. You gave me one of the most terrifying and most fulfilling experiences one might ask for as a scholar during my defense of the groundwork for this book. Thank you to my other colleagues, most especially Morten Rasmussen, Peter Lindseth, and Anne Boerger, for the opportunity to discuss much of this work with you.
I owe a huge debt of gratitude to the Studienstiftung des Berliner Abgeordnetenhauses for the generous scholarship and housing they provided, making the time spent in German archives so much easier and more pleasant. In particular, I would like to thank Petra Fritsche, Manuela Ebel, and Professors Ingolf Pernice and Gert-Joachim Glaeßner for their invaluable assistance during my time in Berlin. The Walter-Hallstein-Institut in Berlin provided much help and support during my frequent trips to the German capital.
Many thanks for the invaluable work of the many archivists and numerous support staff at the Politisches Archiv des Auswärtiges Amt, Bundesarchiv, Historical Archives of the European Commission, Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, and the Press and Information Office of the German Federal Government. 
